
Emperor Scorpion 

Average Adult Size 7-8 inches 

Average Life Span 
with proper care 6-8 years; 

Diet Carnivore 

Enclosure 

Medium Used in Enclosure 
Loose, Deep Substrate  

From soil to pete moss, as long as they can burrow, they are happy! 
Some emperor scorpion owners use soil as bedding, some use peat, and others 
select vermiculite. Also orchid bark, coconut husk products, or cypress mulch are all 
excellent choices. No matter what you choose, it should be fairly deep (three to six 
inches) to allow your scorpion to dig burrows. Adding pieces of sphagnum moss on 
top of the substrate will also aid in retaining moisture in the environment. Emperor 
scorpions will move the cage decorations and furnishings around; let them. Undoing 
their arrangement of the habitat may stress them out. 
 

Habitat for Enclosure 
Provide pieces of bark, flat stones, broken ceramic flower pots, or even reptile 
hides as hiding spots for your scorpion   

These animals are secretive in nature, and should have ample places to hide. Slabs 
or cork bark seem to be a favorite, but larger specimens will utilize manufactured 
reptile caves as well. The key is for the hide spots to be small and tight so that the 
scorpion feels completely safe and secure. 

 

Temperature and Humidity Control used in Enclosure 
70-90℉ 

The temperature gradient is essential to enable these cold-blooded arachnids to 
regulate their body temperature as needed. As a tropical species, these scorpions 



should be maintained at an ambient temperature in the mid 80's during the day with 
a slight drop in temperature at night. Heat lights should be avoided if possible, as in 
general scorpions prefer darkness, and such heat sources have a tendency to dry 
out scorpion enclosures too quickly. 
 
The easiest way to provide this heating gradient is by using a heating mat designed 
for use under reptile tanks. The mat should go under no more than about 1/3 of the 
tank so that your emperor scorpion can move from warmer to cooler temperatures as 
desired. Always verify appropriate temperatures by using accurate thermometers in 
a few locations within the cage. 
 

Humidity levels of 60% to 80% are ideal for this tropical species.  
Use of sphagnum moss coupled with regular mistings of the entire enclosure with 
room temperature water are all that is needed to maintain these levels. 

Diet 

Live(Optional) 
Gut Loaded Feeder Insects 

Emperor scorpions do not require a copious amount of food. 3 to 4 crickets, feeder 
roaches, or feeder worms a week will serve as a maintenance diet for this species. 
However, it is not uncommon for this species to gorge itself if given the opportunity 
and to then fast for an extended period of time. 

Water 
Provide a shallow water dish that allows the scorpion to drink if it needs to but not 
deep enough that it can drown. 

A water dish not only serves as a source of drinking water, but also as a way to help 
maintain proper humidity. 

Temperament 
Calm and non-aggressive demeanor 

Emperor scorpions are not particularly dangerous compared to other scorpion 
species. It will rarely sting or pinch unless it's feeling threatened. Their sting is like a 
bee sting. As with any venomous animal, the reaction to a scorpions venom can be 
unpredictable. While one person may go un-phased by a sting, the next may have a 
severe reaction. Put bluntly, handle emperor scorpions at your own risk. Even 
though you are more likely to be pinched than stung, it is always better to err on the 
side of caution. In general, scorpions should be viewed as a display animal first and 
foremost. If you want a pet to play with on a regular basis, consider another 
alternative. 


